The Third Arab-Israeli War
and the United States refused to aid any of the Arab states,
the deteriorating economic and political situation would compel
the Arab masses to apply pressures for a settlement with Israel
in order to bring about her withdrawal from the occupied terri-
tories and reopen the Suez Canal. At the same time, it was
hoped that the more extremist Arab leaders would be held
responsible for the Arab calamity and would be overthrown
and replaced by more moderate Arab leaders. But within a
short while it became evident that these expectations would
not materialize. In fact, the rigid stand assumed by Israel on
the one hand, and the military, political and economic assis-
tance given by the Soviet Union to the Arabs on the other hand,
enabled even the most militant Arab regimes to survive and
paved the way for the extension of Soviet influence within the
Arab wrorld.
The United States became concerned about the extensive
inroads Russia was making in the Arab world and about the
hardening attitude of Israel. While leaving the initiative largely
to the Arab governments, American officials, by the latter part
of 1967, indicated a desire to restore normal relations with
most Arab states, as well as a willingness to resume economic
aid and the sale of military equipment to some of the more
pro-Western. Arab countries.87 In the meanwhile, the Arab
leaders met at a Summit Conference at Khartoum on 29 August
1967, after having witnessed the failure of the Soviet Union
to bring about a withdrawal of Israeli forces from the occupied
areas.88 The Khartoum Conference was designed to prod the
87 Thus the United States made good Jordan's losses after the June
1967 war.
s* At the Khartoum Conference Nasser obtained from Saudi Arabia,
Libya and Kuwait a commitment to pay him a subsidy of $266 million
annually to compensate for the revenues lost because of the closure of the
Suez Canal. In return, Nasser agreed to evacuate his troops from Yemen
and not to oppose the resumption of oil shipments to the United States and
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